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MN Assessments

The Minnesota criterion-referenced Assessments are designed to measure 
achievement towards:

• Minnesota Academic Standards - MCA/MTAS required by ESSA and 
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.30

• WIDA English Language Development Standards – ACCESS / Alternate 
ACCESS required by ESSA and Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.59

2



Students Assessed in 2022-23

ACCESS for ML or Alternate ACCESS for ML
• All Multilingual Learners in grades K–12 are required to take the ACCESS or Alternate ACCESS 

unless they have previously tested out

MCA/MTAS - All public school students participate (including Multilingual Learners) 
in:
• Grades 3-8 & 10 for Reading
• Grades 3-8 & 11 for Mathematics
• Grades 5, 8, & once in High School for Science
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Presentation Content
• ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS 

• Key Dates

• What’s New for 2022-23

• Accommodation, Accessibility, & Support Considerations

• MCA/MTAS
• Key Dates

• What’s New for 2022-23

• Accommodation, Accessibility, & Support Considerations

• Resource Links
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2022-23 Key Dates – ACCESS for ML
ACCESS for ML or Alternate ACCESS for ML
• 12/12/22 – Initial Number of  ML students by grade due (for processing materials)

• 1/20/23 – Initial materials received at district this week and distributed to schools.

• 1/20/23 to 3/17/23 – Additional materials ordering window

• 1/30/23 to 3/24/23 – Testing Window

• Before tests are administered
• TRAINING MUST BE COMPLETED

• ALL GENERAL SUPPORTS AND ACCOMMODATIONS DUE
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What’s New for 2022-23

• Stand-alone field test for the redesigned Alternate ACCESS.  
• Initial test materials automatically sent based on 2020-21 participation (21-22??)

• New required training module added

• Any devices used for translation must be documented in Test Administration 
Report (TAR) 

• Must confirm at district level “ensuring students receive the supports or 
accommodations that they require during testing” 
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ACCESS for ML
Training Requirements
Website Links:

• Trainings Required on WIDA  
Secure Portal

• Trainings Required on TMS  
(Training Management System)

*Note: The WIDA grades 1–12 Online and Paper ACCESS for ELLs: Administration courses  
include numerous modules that explain tasks that are typically completed by District or  
School Assessment Coordinators. Only one module, Administering the Test, is required by  
MDE for Test Administrators. This one module in each course addresses all domains and  
grade clusters of the ACCESS and covers all of the content required to pass the certification  
quiz.

https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D216ecdfadb644458a54b6968e2cfa588%26code_challenge%3Dmi4Cf4TaZ_qXsuI2a2X0QFsW0ITIcdeAtB4smgDRy9Q%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D216ecdfadb644458a54b6968e2cfa588%26code_challenge%3Dmi4Cf4TaZ_qXsuI2a2X0QFsW0ITIcdeAtB4smgDRy9Q%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D216ecdfadb644458a54b6968e2cfa588%26code_challenge%3Dmi4Cf4TaZ_qXsuI2a2X0QFsW0ITIcdeAtB4smgDRy9Q%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D216ecdfadb644458a54b6968e2cfa588%26code_challenge%3Dmi4Cf4TaZ_qXsuI2a2X0QFsW0ITIcdeAtB4smgDRy9Q%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D216ecdfadb644458a54b6968e2cfa588%26code_challenge%3Dmi4Cf4TaZ_qXsuI2a2X0QFsW0ITIcdeAtB4smgDRy9Q%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D216ecdfadb644458a54b6968e2cfa588%26code_challenge%3Dmi4Cf4TaZ_qXsuI2a2X0QFsW0ITIcdeAtB4smgDRy9Q%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/
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ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for ML
The WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations Framework

See WIDA’s https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf for 
specific details.
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https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf


ACCESS-ML Accommodation Guidelines

• Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs

• ACCESS for ELLs Paper

• ACCESS for ELLs Online

• Alternate ACCES for ELLs

• WIDA Screener for Kindergarten

• WIDA Screener Paper

• WIDA Screener Online
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Accommodation Checklists are available in Appendix D (pg. 36-46) at 
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-
Manual.pdf for:

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf


ACCESS-ML Accommodation Deadlines

• Accommodations for students must be set up in system 
BEFORE testing starts

• If  missed initially, Paper Materials can be ordered from 
1/20/23 thru 3/17/23 – please allow at least one week for 
delivery

• NOTE:  Reach out to your student’s SpEd Staff  early and 
often to ensure students get the accommodations and support 
that they need
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2022-23 Key Dates – MCA/MTAS
MCA/MTAS - All public school students participate (including 
Multilingual Learners) in:
• 1/20/23 – Initial deadline for identifying MTAS testers or MCA testers needing 

paper materials

• 2/28/23 to 5/1/23 – Additional materials ordering window (5/8/21 is final day for 
Science)

• 3/6/23 to 5/5/23 – Testing Window (5/12 is final day for Science only)

All general supports, linguistic supports and accommodations due before 
tests are administered
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MCA/MTAS Accommodations, Supports and 
Multilingual Learner Considerations

• General supports are features or practices available for all students that tailor the 
testing experience based on student needs or preferences. General supports include 
online tools and accessibility features available in online assessments and general test-
taking practices. 

• Linguistic supports are available in MCA/MTAS for students who are identified as 
English learners in MARSS. 

• Accommodations are changes in the way that a test is administered which reduce or 
eliminate the effects of  a disability. Accommodations are only available to students 
with an IEP or 504 plan, and all needed accommodations are documented annually in 
the IEP prior to testing. 
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See Chapter 4 of  Procedures Manual for the 
Minnesota Assessments 2022-23 for more 
details on Linguistic Supports on pp. 66-75

MCA Summary of  
Linguistic Supports
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http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/resources-training/manuals/MN1144236_PrcdsMan_23_WebTag_final.pdf


See Chapter 4 of  Procedures 
Manual for the Minnesota 
Assessments 2022-23 for 
more details on Linguistic 
Supports on pp. 66-75

Specific Listing of  MCA Linguistic Supports & Codes
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http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/resources-training/manuals/MN1144236_PrcdsMan_23_WebTag_final.pdf


MCA Summary of  
Accommodations

“Minnesota follows all guidelines and 
accommodations recommended by WIDA in 
Accessibility and Accommodations Manual 
on the Accessibility and Accommodations
page of  the WIDA website.”
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https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/accessibility


Multilingual Learner Resource Links
• District Resources

• https://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/staff_resources/assessment_resources

• WIDA & MDE Resources
• WIDA MN Page -- https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/mn

• WIDA Secure Portal (login required)

• Training Management System (TMS) -- https://mn.tms.pearson.com/

• WIDA-AMS – https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/WIDA

• Test Administrator Manual – Available on WIDA-AMS soon (click on View Documentation)

• Accommodations – https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf

• 2022-23 MDE Assessment Manual 

• Public Test Resources for Students
• Test Demo Videos -- https://assets.drcedirect.com/States/WIDA/Tutorials/Student/201908-html5/index.html

• Test Practice Items -- https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida

• Sample Items -- https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida

• Contacts
• District ML Coordinator – Natascha Gillen ngillen@farmington.k12.mn.us

• District Assessment Coordinator – Bill Ristow wristow@farmington.k12.mn.us

https://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/staff_resources/assessment_resources
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/mn
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3Dc561d90c770b4c579b920c3be940850b%26code_challenge%3DEQcEHh-beQAM0aHHC-qMlU62VctzQv4RiuqJ7Z_9TPM%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/WIDA
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/resources-training/manuals/MN1144236_PrcdsMan_23_WebTag_final.pdf
https://assets.drcedirect.com/States/WIDA/Tutorials/Student/201908-html5/index.html
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida
mailto:wristow@Farmington.k12.mn.us
mailto:wristow@Farmington.k12.mn.us
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